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The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is
provision in various Acts of Parliament for
the laving of reports on the Table of the
House. This is merely providing for lay-
ing on the Table of the House the deter-
mination of the eourt.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .1
Noes . 4
Majority for . 7
ATES,
Hop. A. Burvill Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Cornpell ’ Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon, E. Rose
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane (Teller.)
Noes,
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Drew iTeller,
Hon. J. W. Hickey

Amendment thus passed.
Progress reported:

House adjourned at 9.27 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 5th November, 1923,

Paokr

Questions : Weights and Measures ... 1812
State Ships, Victualling ... 1812
Bills: Vermin Act Amendment, reporl. 1813
Bush Fires Act Amendment Com. . 1831
Annual Estimates: Votes and ibems dmcussed 1818
Adjournment : Special . 1833

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES.

Mr. MAXN asked the Minister for Justice:
1, When do the Government intend to pro-
clnim the Weights and Measures Aet passed
in 19189 2, Is it a faet that at present
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traders are able to use defective scales with-
out being proseculed? 3, How long have the
Police Department been in possession of the
stundards for putting the Act inte operation?
4. When will traders be in & position to have
iheir scales tested so as to know that they
are giving correct weight? 5, Have the Rail-
way Department at present any means of
testing their scales so as to know that they ave
correct? B, Is if a faet that at present the
Railway Department’s seales are not uni-
form throughout the different stations? 7,
How long is it since the weighbridge at the
Ferilh goods shed has been tested, and where
do the department get their standard weights
to prove its corrcetness? 8, Has a building
bern prepared to house the Traffic Depart-
ment, and the Weights and Measures Depart-
menl? 9, Is jt a faet that at present there
iz no supervision over the sale of petrol from
the petrol pumps to ensure that the publie
set correct measure?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Justice) replied: 1, Within a
very short time., Before proclamation, how-
ever, some slight amendments are required to
the Act. These have been shown by exper-
fence to be neeessary. An amending Bill is

being drafted. 2, No; as the 1839
Aet is still in force and the Perth
City Council has power to take action.
3, Sinece 1921. 4, They could have

them tested now by the Perth City Council
it that authority would continue fo admin-
ister the present Act. 5, Yes. 6, Within rea-
sonable limits all scales are eorreet. T, Truck
weirhbridge at Perth was last tested 1st July,
1925, Standard Weighing Beam and Stand-
ard Weights stamped by the British Board
of Trade, and supplied speecifically for test-
ing purposes hy W. & T. Avery, of Birm-
ingham, are used to check and establish
giandards for =eale adjusters’ use. These
standards are compared and corracted, where
necessary, once a year. 8, No. 9, See answer
to No. 4,

QUESTION—STATE SHIPS,
VICTUALLING.

Hon. (i, TAYLOR asked the Hon, 8. W,
Munsie (Honorary Minister): 1, What is
the svstem of vietualling the State ships? 2,
Are tenders called for the supply of the
“arious commodities? 3, If so, are those
dea't with by the Government Tender Board ¥

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE replied: 1, Vietual-
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ling on board State steamners is done by the
Department, the preference being given to
locally grown and locally manufactured goods.
2, Prices are obtained {rom Lthwse firms and
companies who are prepared to quote—(a}
monthly for perishable stores, (b) alternale
months for dry stores. 3, No.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Heport,

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hun. M. F. Troy): Before moving that the
report of the Committee be adopted, I wish
te¢ inform the member for Katanning (Mr.
Themson} that I conferred with the Crown
Solicitor this morning and he advised me
that the interest Lo be charged under the Bill
applies only to the arrears of rates due to
the vermin boards, and not to the rates pay-
ahle to the Government as he suggested. I
am sorry that it was not possible to meet the
member for Aven (Mr. Griffiths) recarding
Lis proposed amendment. I move—

That the report of the
adopted.

Question put and passed; the Report
adopted.

Committee be

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previons day; Mer.
Lntey in the Chair.

Department of Public Works and Labour
(Hon, 4. McCallum, Minister.}

Vote—Public Works
£87,528:

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS {Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle) [4.35]:
During the year we have strengthened. the
Public Works Department of the State by
the appointment of additional officers, The
new Engivneer-in-Chief, Mr. Stileman, has
taken np his duties, and the new Engineer for
Harbours and Rivers, Mr. Young. has also
laicen over the control of his branclh. Both
these officers have liad wide experience in
other countries and have undertaken ex-
) ensive works throughout the world, T be-
lieve that thev will prove to be a consider-
ahle acyuisition to the Publie Works Depart-
ment.  We have also given encouragement
to veunz students at the University of West-

and  Bildings,

1813

cern Ausiralia. During the war period there
Were no youlg men coming on as prospective
cngineers. In consequence there has been a
hiatus in the training of engineering studeals,
Now that our professional men are growing
old we have not got young men coming for-
ward to take their places. We are endeavour-
ing to overcome that difficulty by working
in conjunction with the University. We
have arranged for a number of the engineer-
ing students to work part time with the
department and, «uring the balance of
their time, to continue their studies at the
University. Thus these young men will re-
ceive their academie training at the Uni-
versity and get praetical experience with
the department. By that means we shall
e able to train competent young engineer:.
The University aunthorities readily agrecd
tc the scheme, and the students have
entered into an agreement with us to con-
tinue with the department for three ycars
afier thev finish their cadetship. That, of
course, thirows upon the department an
nbligation to find employment for them.
In addition we have also assisted other
students at the University by finding work
for (hem—although they are not actually
cadets—during the period they are not en-
gaged upon their University studies. They
are in the field during the period when they
are not at the University, engaged in work
with the surveyors and engineers, and
should 1hus gain considerabie experience.

Mr. Davy: Are they paid?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 1
think we are training them along sound
lines and that within a few years the diffi-
culty that arose as a result of the hiatus
during the war period will be overcome,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: We have
abways trained some in the department and
they have proved to be good men.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That 1s
s0, and with the inereased activities in this
State the position will be better in the
future. There have always been some young
fellows coming on, but the difficulty we
have experienced lately has been on acecount
of the hiatus during the war period. We
are only now feeling the effect of that
period. The total amount expended in con-
neetion with the Public Works Departmeni
during the year 1924-25 was, from Con-
solidated Revenue, £88,847 13s. 94.; from
the Sale of (overnment Property Trust
Aeccount, £32,191 0s. 6d.; and from Loan
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Funds, £952,582 3s. 2d.; making a grand
total of £1,073,610 19s. 5d. In addition to
that, £53,901 15s. 6d. was expended by the
departiment on behalf of the Commonwealth
Government on buildings. 1t will be re-
membered that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment decided to set up a Federal Publie
Works Department and it has been siaffed
already. In consequence our aetivities in
that direciion are now confined to complet-
ing works we had in hand when the decision
to establish the Commonwealth Department
was arrived at. No new works are being
given to us to earry out on behalf of the
Commonwealth.

Hon, i, Taxlor: Did the Commonwealth
take over any of your staff?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes,
one or two. They endeavoured to get
olhers, We had to offer special induce-
ments to some of our officers whom we de-
sired to retain.

Mr. Thomson: They decided to establish
their own Works Department because our
men were not competent, and they immedi-
ately started to take onr men over!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
s0. Now the Commonwealth Covernment
are tinding out what we told them would be
the position when we were discussing this
question at an early stage. They are find-
ing il very expensive to have sopervisors
throughout the State for the purpose of in-
speeting works. The Commonwealth have
asked ns to come te an agreement under
which eur supervisors will be able to do
work for the Commonwealth authorities.
They have asked us to put up a proposition
so that the Federal and State Depuartments
can work conjointly.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
War Serviee Homes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 have
told the Federal people that 1 am prepared
to consider the matter on a strictly business
basis with no concessions whatever in their
favour, 1f they want our inspeciors to go
through the couniry and attend to their
work they will get no concessions whatever.

Hon. G. Taylor: I should think not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Commonwealth Government have created n
duplication of our own Public Works De-
partment and thev have extended to us nn
concessions. In the eircumstances 1 will
deal with the proposition wmerely on a
brsiness hasis. purely and simply.

As with the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We must treat
the loeal authorities as we would expect
them to treat us.

AMr, Sampson: [s there any prospect of
the work coming back to the PPublie Works
Department?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
pointed out to the Commonwealth people
as elfectively as is possible, what the
present position means. All our representa-
tions failed because they were determined
to o on with the proposition. The Prime
Minister stated when he was here that il it
could be shown to him that the work could
be carried out hy the State without any addi-
tional eost, we wonld be allowed to carry ont
Federal works. After he returned to Ael-
liourne we put np the ease in favonr of the
State continuing to do the Federal work, but
all that we gnt wasg a reply that the previous
decision (o cstablish the Federal department
was to be adhered to.

Mr. Sampson : The Federal authorities
had no special reason for dissatisfaction
with the State work?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They
had no complaint to make. They admitied
that.

Hon. (i, Taylor: The heads wanted o
ereate another department.

Mr. Thomson: That is it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They
wanted to create the department although
they admitted that the work had heen
earried out by the State department effi-
ciently and well,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We did some
big works for them, including the G.P.O.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
Since T have been in office the Federal
peaple have told me that so long as our
Arvehitectural branch was staffed as it was
then, there would he no fear of the Com-
monwealth making anv change in the
arrangements in Wesiern Australia. So
satisfied were they with the way in which
the Commonwealth works were earried out,
that they had not a single complaint to
make. Yet, in face of that they duplicate
the serviee which means placing a further
hurden npon the people.

My, Sampson: It must result in waste.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS : Yes,
and ihey are finding it out now. Under the
existine arrangement we find our inspectors
ant the TFederal inspectors in the same
train and in the same compartment, going
to the same town and stavineg at the same
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hotels in order to inspect small jobs in
those towns, One man may be going 1o
inspect work on a post office and the other
ta o police station or a school job. One
man could easily do both. Simply becanse
the Commonwealih had 1o be glorilied by
the creation ol another department, we have
this duplication. Tt is untortunate for the
State and for the people that this additional
vost has to be borne by them owing to the
attitude of the Commonwealth GGovernment.
It would be belittling the Staie if we said
we were preparel to make concessions and
give favonrable terms to the Commonwealth
in order that our inspectors might do work
for them. Any arrangement will be made
upon a strictly business basis. In addition
to the amounts 1 have gmiven, £134,156 was
expended from the amount eontributed by
the Commonwealth for reads, or a grand
total of £1,261.66Y. The distribution of that
amount has bheen as follows : salaries,
£11,261: weneral incidentals, £3,701; roads
and bridees, £27.261: harbours and rivers,
£2,8121 buoildings, £33,103: traffic expenses
on railwavs under construction, £8,709; a
total of £88,847 as compared with £87,219
expended in the previons year. From Pro-
perty Trust Aeccount the expenditure was:
salaries, £2,454; gencral incidentals, £408;
roads and hridges, £12,173: publie build-
ings, £17,114; recoup, £50: a total of
£32191 as compared with £39185 in the
previous vear. From Toan Funds the
amounts were: salaries, £31,670; incidentals,
£9,004; railways, £266,995; harbours and
rivers, £163,321: water supplies, £02.614;
development of agriculture, £31,669; Iand
settlement, soldiers, £10,139: group settle-
ment drainage, £23,590: group settlement
roads, £96,421; roads and hridges, £88,386;
publie bnildings, £102,521: State enter-
prises, £13,473; new dredge “Sir William
Matthews” £9,763: a total of £9552,582 as
compared with £853,749 during the previons
vear. When the present Government took
office the following railways were under con-
struetion: Narembeen-Merredin, Busselton-
Margaret River, Margaret River-Flinders
Bav, Piawaning-northward= {contract lef on
the 10tk April, 1924, but work not actually
¢ommenced), Esperance - northwards and
Bridgetown-Jamadup extension. Al of
these railways, with the exception of the
Jarnadup towards Denmark line, have heen
completed and handed over to the Working
Railways Denartment. Partly owing to the
shnttagze of funds and partly for the -reason
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that the Government eonsidered other rail-
way works of greater urgeney than the Pem-
berton extension, we have not pushed on
with that line. To the date of the cessation
of operations, the expenditiire on thul wurk
was £14,420.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: 1 thonght that
was a timber line.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
referring to the extension to Northeliffe,
Bince the Government took office the follow-
ing railways have been commenced: Lake
Grace-Newdegate, 39 miles; Dwarda-Narro-
gin, 36 miles: Jarnandup-Pemberton, relay-
ing, ete,, 17 miles: Piawaning-northwards
extenzinn, 4 miles. The Jarnadup-Fember-
ton line was constriucted for the State Saw-
mills Iej artment, but it is now being relaid
and reconditioned with a view to its being
handed over to the Working Railwavs, Tt
is expected that these lines will be ecompleted
during the present vesr. TIn addition, au-
thority has been given te commence the
Salmon Gums-Norseman line, and a depot
is being established at Norseman to receive
rails and fastenings and other material. We
have ordered an additional 75 miles of 60-lb,
rails. We are following the palicy of buy-
ing new G0-1b, rails and putting them info
rxisting lines, using the old and lighter rails
for the new districts.

Hon. G. Taylor: Those are 48-1b. rails.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNo,
mosily 43-1b.

Hon. Sir James Mitehel):
that paliey.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No, the
previous QGovernment decided that 0560-1b,
rails should be used in all lines.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell: But we pro-
1rosed to use the old 45-1h. rails.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
not buving any new 43-|b. rails. We are
taking the 45-Ib. rails ont of existing lines
and thns are cheapening running costs. The
old 43-1h, rails will be nsed in new distriets.

Hon. &ir James Mitehell: That was the
poliey we decided on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
poliex of the previons Government was in-
terpreted differently by the engineers. They
were putling up estimates for new lines on
the basis of 60-1b. rails. We had a confer-
ence of engineers and told them that if the
lines to new setilements were to be laid with
heavy rails, the high capital cost would pre-
cilude many districts from gelting railways
for a considerable time,

We adopted
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) Hon. Sir James Mitehell ; They could not
interprel our policy in that way,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
did so, anyhow. The Minister for Railways
and I met the officers and explained our
policy. Their idea was that, when the 45-Ib.
rails were lifted, they were not o he used
agsin,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
our idea.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: By
patting the 60-1b, rails into existing lines,
we are bringing them up to standard and
lowering running cosis. The Jarnadup-
Pemberton line is estimated to cost £54,000.
That line was reported to he a long way
below standard. 1t was built as a timber
line.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the earth-
works and cuttings are there and it shonld
hot cost more than £20,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
cost is set down at £54,850.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It has heen
carrying heavy loads for years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But it
eannob take the heavy engines. It is neces-
sary to use a light locomotive from Jar-
nadup. The heavy engine that goes as
far as Jarnadup cannot proceed farther
on the existing track. When the track is
improved, we shall save the expense of the
light locomotive and the erew now kept
at  Jarnadup. We expect Lo hand
over this line to the Working Railways
in four or five months’ time. Bearing in
mind that the previous Government left us
commitments for railway construction to the
amount of £501,615 and that a big propor-
tion had to be et during the last financial
year, I consider we have done well in com-
pleting the programme and starting the new
lines T have indicated.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
money as well.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
the worst part of it; you did not. We had
to find the money.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, you did not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Under
the heading of Harbours and Rivers, the
amount expended at Fremantle last year in
reconstructing the wharf on the south side
and in dredging and other improvements
was £88,283, compared with £63,819 in the
previous year. The work of recondifioning
the wharf is necessarily slow, heeauvse only

That was not

We left the
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one berth-length can be opened up at a
iime. We tried to get the Harbour Trust
to agree to open up two berths, but the
accomnodation in the harbour was so taxed
that they would permit only one berth to
Le opened at a time. We have equipped the
harbour particularly well. Four new eranes
have been provided, one of which is in use.
It was at first suggested that the new cranes
should be imported from England, but we
obtained drawings and paid a royalty to the
patentee and had one made at the State Im-
plemeni Works. Before that was completed
the engineers were so satisfed with it that
they agrecd to the State Implement Works
construeting the other three. The one in use
has been the subject of considerable praise
Irom all who have inspected it. Tt is a fine
picee of work. The estimated cost of the
four cranes is £24,000. That amount is
less by a few thousand pounds than the cost
would have been had we purchased the cranes
in England, in addition to which the work
of construeting them has been kept in the
Stale, Owing to urgent representations hav-
ing been made by the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, we ure now erecting a new grain shed
at an esiimated cost of £12,000. At Gerald-
ton the harbour work is procveeding slower
than we eould wish, becaunse there was not
the monev to work three shifts on the
dredges as we should have liked. With the
limited amount we are able to make avail-
able, the work is proeeeding satisfaclorily.
At Bonbury dredging operations have leen
carried out continuously through the year.
The dredge “Sir William Matthews,” pur-
chased from the Commonwealth Government,
is now operaling there. We made arrange-
ments with the Commonweallh Government
to let us have the services of Sir Georze
Buchanan, who had come to Australia to
report on the different harbours. At first
it was doubtful whether bis services would
he available to us. Afler we appointed a
new Engineer-in-Chief, the Commonwealth
Government decided that Sir George Bueh-
anan should not come to Western Australia,
but on our making further representations,
sapported hy our Federal members whose
assistance T solicited, the Commonwealth
agreed to his coming here and inspecting
each of our ports. Sir George Ruchanan is
to suhmit a report on extensions at Fre-
mantle, the scheme noew heing carried ot
at Geraldion, improvements at Albany, and
the position at Bunbury.
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Hon. Sir James Miichell: I suppose we
shall get those reports soon.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sir
George Buchanan has taken the details with
him, and since leaving this State he has
written for additional information. His re-
ports will be forwarded from London. There
was some doubt as to the scope of his en-
gagement with the Commonwealth, 1t was
queried whether his engagement included
sume of the work at one of the ports on
which we asked hiin to advise. I have taken
up that matter with the Commonwealth and
atn awaiting a reply,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T suppose you
will not get the reports until you have agreed
upon that,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
suppose I shall. When the Prime Minister
was in Perth, he declared on more than one
oceasion that the services of Sir George
Buchanan would be made available to the
State free of charge, and he imposed no
limit at all npon us. On the question of
roads and bridges I know some members
have advocated that large sums of money
ghould be spent from loan funds upon roads.
T know that this view is held in regard to
main roads. I do not think the majority
of members koow exactly the amount that
the Government are at present expending
from loan funds on road construction. Dur-
ing the vear 1923.24, £148,000 was provided
from loan and the Sale of Government Pro-
perty Trust Aceount funds. The bulk of
the money fromm Property Trust is loan
money. This was made up as follows:—
£23,494 represented grants to road boards
for clearing feeder roads, and for the con-
struction of otker roads and bridges;
£57,547 was expended by the department on
roads and bridges generally; £24475 on
roads to group settlements; and in addition
to all this the State had to find in ihat year
£37,212, being pound for pound under the
Commonwealth toads scheme, plus £4,281
for travelling and other incidental expenses
inenrred by the officers in carrving ont the
works under the Commonwealth vroads
scheme, plus a further considerable sum be-
canse of the fact that the Commonwealth
does not contribute towards the salaries of
the officers who carry out these works. This
makes a grand total of £148,008. TFrom
Consolidated Revenne, subsidies were paid
t3 road hoards of £24,115. grants to the
same local authorities £2,800, and there was
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expended by the depariment on roads £2,710,
a total of £29,625. The figures for the last
year were—irom loans and Froperty Trasi
Account £192,243, of which sum no less
than £140,702 represenis the State contribu-
ticn on the pound for pound basis under
the Cominonwealth road scheme, and in ad-
dition £12,489 for travelling and incidenial
expenses, and a further considerable sum
for salaries. This amount, when added to
the grants made from loan funds 1o bouards,
and the additional expenditure by the de-
pariment on road work throughout the
State, and including group settlement roads,

shows an inerease of £44.235 from loan
moneys, as compared with the pre-
vious year. It will be seen that
we are doing considerable work now
from loan account. To further ilius-

trate what has been done in connection with
roads since responsible government was es-
tablished in 1890, I would point out that
there has been expended from loan and
property trust accounts, which are practi-
cally the same, £692,645 on roads up to the
30th June, 1924; whereas last year, to the
30th June, we expended from the same
source £192243.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And £150,000
the year before.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
menns that during last year we spent over
oune quarter of the amount on roads that
had been expended during all the years
sinee responsible government.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: From loan
funds?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

and the Sale of Government Property Trust
Aecount.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had the
jnoney out of revenue before.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 have
shown how the expenditure has grown from
vear to year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : It was mighty
good value for our money years ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Roads
nre costing more fo build now than tbey
did then. We have been able to give the
road boards in addition, by way of subsidies
and grants, £27,262. That is a very credit-
able performance for one year, for it is equal
to one-fourth of the expenditure since the
days of responsible government.
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Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: You said the
expenditure for the previous year was
£150,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is an increase of £44,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have uot
apent the £48,000 representing the Federal
grant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not all
of it. We stood better at the end of the yeav
than anyv other of the States. Not one other
State has nearly approached us.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They have not
used the money?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. We
have either expended all our money or had
commitments for it. Not one of the States
cither had the work in hand, or completed
the work as we have done.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Queensland
aught to have spent their grant in providing
work for their people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I be-
lieve that Vietoria showed the least progress,
and that Tasmania would not agree to take
Any of the money under the couditions laid
down. 1 do not want to say there was any
undue delay in sfarling the work under the
Commonwealth scheme. During the last 12
montls we have had our machinery in fairly
eomplete working order. I do want to show
the improvement that has been made during
the last year. and to emphasise the point
that in this work I am at all times wrging
local bodies to take the job. I am asking
the road boards to give prices for the work.
Wherever the engineers ere satisfied that
they ean do the work I am anxious that they
should do it, rather than leave it to the
Public Works Department. That is far
more economical than shifting plant and men
from place to place. Although the logeal
authorities were a hit dubious ahout taking
the eontracts in the first year, there has heen
# considerable inerease in the number of
boards that were prepared to take the work
on this year. T think the specifications seared
them a lot when they first saw them, but
when the engincers from the Works Depart-
ment went out and did a length of road in
their districts, this gave the loeal people more
confidence. and many more hoards are pre-
pared to do the work this year.

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: They ought to
he ahle to do it cheaper.

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS: They are
more satisfied now. T adonted the sysiem
this year of asking the hoards to name those
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roads in their order of preference that they
desired to be submitted as coming under the
Cominonwealth Scheme. I said I woula
take those roads in the order of preference.
If the first preference came under the con-
ditions set out by the Commonwealth, the first
preference was adopted. If the first prefer-
ence waos ruled out, the second was taken,
and so on. In every instance I am trying
to give the boards the work they want. Some
of the boards wani done a section of a road,
and for the work then to be left and another
road gone on with, The Commonwealth in-
gist that when the expenditure is started on
a given voad, the work on that rnad shall
be completed before any other road is ap-
proved. There has been considerable im-
provement in the velationship between the
road boards and our department, and be-
tween our department and the (ommon-
wealth during the past 12 months. On the
4th July, 1923, the Prime Minister advised
the late Government that a Bill had been
passed making £96,000 available for roads.
More than six months elapsed before the
schedule was sent to Melbourne for approval.
It was not until June, 12 months later, that
the work was actually started.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They raised su
many objeetions and imposed so maay con-
ditions.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The act-
nal expenditure, when we took over, on the
17th April, nine months affer, was only
£4,074. That is all that was charged ap.
During the 15 months up to June last, there
liad been expended £351,854 on roads. Tt
has to he realised that the department was
pot eqnipped to start a big seheme like this,
Riwv alterations had to be made, which natur-
allv took some time to effect,

Mr. George: The Commanwealth did not
know their own minds.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T have
just stated that during the last 12 months
we have arrived at a hetter understanding.
There was considerable misunderstanding.
We did not know what each of ns wanted.
and the eonditions laid down by the Com-
monwealth seemed to be foreign to what was
desired here. T think we are now on a
pretty fair hasis and that we have got past
most of that misanderstanding. T took the
precantion tn seud over in July aur pro-
pramme for 1924-25, That was approved
on the 4th Auveunst. We were then in a
nosifion to 2o ahead as soon as we were
adviged that the necessarvy money was iIn
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bavd. UDuring the 12 months ended June
last we expended £281404, exclusive of sal-
aries and incidentals. We stood better here
thin any other State in Australia. [ have
had a statement frem the Commonweuaith
engineer, 1 should have liked him to see
more of the State, but he was unable to do
su. He saw ihe 1vads that were in course
ol construclion between here and North-
chiffe. Me said he was well satished with
the class of work that was being done and
the returns for the expenditure. He said
that of all the work he had seen in Australia,
no hetter 1eznlis had been achieved than in
connection with the roads he bad inspected
here. 1 wish he could have seen the drier
areas aud the wheat helt.  The speecifications
that might suit the extreme South-West
would not necessarily suit tor the drier por-
tions of the State, and I was anxious that
he should see the drier parts. He was, how-
ever, unable to do so. We have now come to
an arrangement by which our own engineers
are allowed wider diseretion and greater
scope  with respeet to modifying the
specifications. They are not now insisting
vpon the same specifications for the ex-
treme and wetter portions of the Siate as
fur the drier parts. There is another way
of expressing the progress that has been
made and dealing with the work done. For
the year ended June 30th, 1924, as com-
pared with the vear ended June 30th, 1925
—I am falking of work dome under the
Commonwealth scheme—there were cleared
135.61 miles of road at the end of June,
1924, as against 434.8 miles for 1924/25,
Other work was done as follows—Forming
8414 miles for 1923/24, 2625 miles for
1924/25; gravelling and metalling 34.21
miles for 1923/24; and 208.19 miles for
1924/25; drains 2947 miles for 1923/24,
114.35 miles for 1924/25.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: For road drain-
ace?

The MINISTER FOR WORKES : Yes.
Bridges and culverts, 150 for 1923/24; and
722 for 1924/25. This year 133,172 cubic
~ards of side cutting have been dous—in
previous vears there was none. That makes
a vrand total, up to June last, of 57041
miles of clearing, 346.64 miles of forming,
24240 miles of gravelling and mclalling,
143.82 miles of drains, 872 bridge: and evl-
verts, and, as I just mentioned, 133172
eubic vards of side cutting. T think it will
he agreed that that work must tell its tale,
and mus: prove of greal assistance ta {he
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iaen outback, allowing them to get their
produce to market.

Hon. Sir James Miichell: You have two
vears of the Federal graot, you know.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr, George: Has the Commonwealth
modified the condition as to clearing in
peint of width?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. Our
engineers support the Federal praple (here.

Mr. Geerge: I ain complaining, not of onr
engineers, but of the Commonwealth es-
gineers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
Connnonwealth will not alier the condition
as ta width. However, the tale of roud eon-
struction is a satisfactory record. 1L wo wo
on from year to year making the samne pro-
gress, the effect on the development cf
Weslern Australia must be material. s
regards public buildings, in addition (o the
sum of £34,211 expended from Consiliduied
Revenve and from the Governmernl Pro-
perty Trust Fand, £93,429 was expen ledi
from loan funds. The principal buildings
completed during the vear were the Uni-
versity hiology, geology, laboratory, and
tecture hall blocks at Crawley, additions to
the Claremont Hospital for Insane, and the
Albany high school and Katanning hospttal.
Further, £15,756 was provided by way of
loans for the erection of hospitals in eoun-
try distriets; and a sum of £31,048 was ex-
pended on additions toe lhe Midland Junc-
tinn abaltoirs and the Narrogin and
Wongan State farms. T believe that this
vear we shall live up to that expenditure,
if we do not exceed it, in connection with
public  buildings. The new Engineer-in-
Chief, Mr. Stileman, has speni a good deal
of his time sinee arriving here in travelling
around inspecting works in hand and
making himself acquainted with the coun-
try. The PPublic Works Department has
been wiihout a permanent professional
head during the last vear, but when the
new Engineer-in-Chief has taken econtrol T
helieve the department will be able to com-
pare favourably with anv other departmeni
of the kind in Australia.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL {Nor-
tham) [5.20]}: I was rlad to hear the Min-
ister’s statemenis regarding Mr. Stileman,
the new ¥ngineer-in-Chief, and Mr. Young,
the new Engineer for Harbours. 1 hope
those gentlemen will prove the richt men
in the right places. In the past we have
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1ot treated our engineers too generously, par-
tieularly the younger men. This country de-
pends for its development npon engineers,
cspecially in the South-West, where drain-
age, road construciion and railway construe-
tion remain to be done. I do not know any
more valuable eivil servant than the engineer.
1 have not yet had the opportunity of meet-
ing the Engineer-in-Chief, but I am very
pleased to Liear what the Minister for Works
says about him. To design a work is an
easy matter, but we want 2 man who can
have work cavricd out at the proper cost.
Anyone can do £100 worth of work if given
£200 to do it with.

Hon. G. Taylor: We want value for our
money. ’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Work
done is not always a question of pounds,
shillings and pence. The Minisler said that
£600,000 odd had been spent on voads in
Western Australia since the early days of
settlement. T venture to say those fizures
are entirely wrong. No doubt the Minister
has had them prepared for him, He said the
expenditure on roads from loan funds, in-
cloding revenue expenditure, amounted to
£600,000 sinee the early days. But all the
roads from Perth to Bunbury, Albany,
Bridgetown and Geraldton, all the roads in
the wheat helt, and all the roads in the
South-West have not been built for £600,000.

The Minister for Works: T said, since re-
sponsible government.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Most of
our roads, except main roads, have been
built sinee responsible government, because
when responsible govermment was granted
we were only 44,000 people and had not done
verv mneh with our conntry. Most of our
roads have been built since. IE the matter
were looked into, T am afraid it would be
found that we got much hetter value for our
money vears ago, if the fignure mentioned
by the Minister represented all the money
spent. However, it does not represent all
the money spent, because in the early days
of responsible government many works were
done from revenue. That was due to our
having control of our Customs at that time.

The Minister for Works: I was making a
eomparison with expenditure from loan, be-
cause of the erificism that we were not spend-
ing money from loan.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When T
was in ¢harge of the Lands Department we
did road construction work with money fromn
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the Land lmprovement Loan Fund. Quite
apart from the Public Works Department,
thousands of pounds were spent during four
or live years; and when the Labour Gov-
ermment came inlo power they spent pro-
bably a couple of hundred thousand pounds.
With the system of survey befure seleetion,
we cleaved the roads. As our lands become
settled, we shall have lo go on clearing roads.
The Minister’s deseription of the road con-
struction work that has been done is highly

gratifving. Roads are, of eourse, vitally
important.  Without roads we eould not

have transport. As regards the so-called
Federal grant. two years’ contributions have
been spent in one year. When the member
for Murray-Wellington (Mr. George) was
Minister for Works, we could not come to
any arrangement with the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth gave a generous grant
all right, but when it eame to doing the work
the Federal officials set up conditions which
for months prevented a definite arrangement
being arrived at. I myself gave considerable
time to the matter in correspondence be-
tween the Premier’s office and the Prime
Minister’s Department. We were unnable
to get the thing arranged uniil just a
little prior to our leaving office. Henece
there was some delay in the construction of
roads. However, the money was available
for expenditure, and the present Minister
for Works has now spent it. Last vesr’s
expenditnre was inflated.

The Minister for Works: When I tock
over, the condition was that any money nn-
expended at the end of the year might he
forfeited.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt did not
lapse because of us. That condition applied
to the whole of Australia. The money is
avarlable to be spent now.

The Minister for Works: It
spent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The pres-
ent Minister for Works could not have
spent the money bhe did spend on road con-
strnetion had it not heen for the Common-
wealth grant, Tt was very e¢redifable of the
Commonwealth Government to give us far
more than our share of the £500,000, by
reason of the distribution being on an acre-
age basis instead of a population basis. It
is the first time any Commonwealth Govern-
ment have ever distributed money om that
hasis, and T wish to acknowledge the safis-
faction that we feel, and that we will eon-

has been
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tinue to feel they continue to wake their
dishursements on the basis of acreage as well
as population. We have a third of the total
acreage of the Commonwealth, and that faet
helps us when Comunonwealth granis ave
made on an acreage basis. I do not know
that the Commonwealth Government ought
to collect more money than they require for
their own purposes and then return the sur-
plus fo the States, but I soppose we ecannot
complain so long as the basis of distribution
is that which applies to this grant. The
State Giovernment, of course, have to find
pound for pound with the Commonwealth
grant. It is always known as the Federal
grant, whereas the State finds lhaif the
amount.

The Minister for Works: The State finds
more than that. TE costs uws L1106 for every
£100 of Commonwealth expenditure.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not
olijecting to that, since we get the roads that
our State requires, There is a Common-
wealth grant of £96,000, aud we have to
spend more than £96,600 fo get that grant;
but at all events we have the Common-
wenlth’s £96,000 to spend on roads which
must he made. The Commeonwealth Govern-
ment gave £48,000 free, without eonditions,
or apart from the ordinary conditions ap-
piving to the £96,000. The £48,000 is really
a Federal grant. The other expenditure is
State and Federal expenditure, although in
the country it is always spoken of us the
“Federal grant” The State gets no credit
for the money spent by it in this connee-
tion. 1f anyone asks me about the money
for road construclion, the phrase unsed is
always “The Federal Grant.” T have re-
cently seen some of the roads construected
during the last two or three vears, and the
new roads are certainly very good. The
Minister for Works knows that ag far as
possible roads in the South-\West, where we
had surveys before selection, were made

straight. The same remark applies to the
wheat belt. It is splendid to see miles of
straight road running through forest.

Straight roads are certainlv more easy to
keep up, particularly in wet country, than
roads which wind in and out, with conse-
quently much greater wear and tear. The
work done during the last twe or three vears
is highly ereditable to the department. If

the old roads were equal to the
new, the position of the Government
would be more comforiable than it is.
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Gaod roads, once made, serve for all time if
they are kept in order. The roads already
constructed in the South-West would serve
noi only the preseni populalion there, but
a population ten times as great. By the
way, it is extraordinary how well some of
the old roads are standing. I remember us
a small boy going by the road between Bus-
relion and Wonnerup, At that time it had
not long been put down. I doubt whether
much has been done to it sinee; but although
it is bumpy now, it earries heavy traffic. I
suppose the moisture helps o preserve the
limestone, and so the road has lasted all
these years. Of course to-day, with these
heavy motor lorries and the sleeper carting
in the South-West, the roads get badly cul
up before they have scttled down. In the
wheat belt, where the roads get but light
trafiic for a year or two, they stand up o
the traflie very muech better than if heavy
iraflic were puf on to them from the be-
ginning.

The Minister for Works: We are keeping
back sufficient money for maintenance of
those roads for the first 12 months,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
\Where there is heavy timber traffic, as in
the Margaret River and Awugusta distriets,
we have to let the sleepers he carted away
before the road is properly ready for such
traffie. The road is there to be used, of
course, and the sleepers must he got away.

The Minisier for Works: T saw one road,
just completed, a beautiful road, and a few
months afterwards if was impassabie,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose the sleepers down there will be cut out
before very long. After that oceurs, the
roads, with reasonable attention, should be
very good roads indeerdl. Bridges, I think,
ought to be a national work. Road bourds
ought not io be expected to contribute to
the construetion of such works, alt of which
ought to be undertaken by the Government.
A good deal of money might be saved in
the construction of bridzes where timber is
plentiful, and where a considerable water
conrse can be spanned easily by the long
balks of timber available. 1 bave in mind
several hridges in the South-West that were
conctrueted at very low cost, and have given
very high satisfaction. Al this work de-
pends upon the cost. If we ecan get a good
road at a proper cost, well and good, but
it we get a good road at twice the proper
cost, it is not so good. That depends en-
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tirely on the engincering. At the Peel Esiate
the roads have been put in very cheaply,
hecause they pass over sand and limestone,
and are fairly solid roads. Notwithstanding
the Federal idea of a width of 33ft., those
sirips through the Peel Estate will be quite
suffieient to carry all the traffic likely to pass
vver them. The Minister, I hofe, will use
the road boards as Far as possible, particu-
larly in the repairing and maintaining of
roads under the Commonwealth grant. 1t
is better that the local road board should
do the work. They ought to be able to do
it more cheaply than can the depariment,
hecause in most instances they have the geur
un the epot. On the other hand, the Minis-
ter may bhave drays and horses and men at
Katanning, and the next job to be done may
be at Northam or York, involving the trans-
port of all the gear over a long distance,

The Minister for Works: We avoil that
as far as posrible.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister complained that we had left him
£409,000 worth of railways to be built. 1
do not know why he shonld complain.

The Minister for Works: I did not com-
plain.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Well, it
sounded a liitle like a complaint. I should
think the Minisier would be glad to have
authorisation for work to be done. He has
sturted the line to Newdegate, and 1 hope
it will soon be through. T.nes thai | re-
terred to on ‘he general diseussion, Yorkra.
kine, Dale River, Albany-Norpalup, Jarna-
dup-South, ought to be in hand. Perhaps a
great deal of money could not be spent on
them straight away, but the work could go
on without being ynshed. As to the relaying
of rails, it is necessary to replace the 151b.
rails between Northam and Wengan Hills
with 60ib. rails, nsing of course the 45lb,
rails for lines such as the Newdegate rail-
way. That system has to be followed. We
put in 801h. rails hetween Pertk and Nor-
tham, removing the 60lb. rails and using
them to replace 451b. rails in some instances,
and in others for new construction. All who
travel over that 80Ib. railroad hetween Nor-
tham and Perth know thal the heavier rail
gives a much more comfortable ride. Of
course. the cost is very much greater per
mile, but bit bv bit we shall supply the
roads carrying heavy traffie with heavy rails.
I was surprised to thear that the
resieepering of the 18 miles be-
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tween Jarnadup and Femberton would eost
£34,000. It is a tervitie cost. The line has
curried heavy trallic for a long time.

The Minister for Works: They have not
been able to take heavy loads over it at all.

Hon, Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: I myself
have seen heavy loads of timber pass over
it. Of course the locomotives used on the line
ave not of the heaviest class, but certainly
heavy loads are-drawn by those locomotives.
The line was constructed during the Min-
isterial vegime of the member for Guildford
(Hon. V. D, Johnson) and has stood up to
its work well. [ cannot see why it should
cost £34,000 to standardise.

The Minister for Works: The Railways
would naot take it over until it was standard-
ised,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
pity they did not have to do it themselves.

Alr. A. Wanshrough: 1t had to be largely
re-graded,

Ion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
could not have been so very much regrad-
ine. In any event, the Railway Department
are pretty well equipped for the work of
re-sleepering and bringing the line up to
standard. I think we ought to allow them to
hmild the tine. Of course we have always
done the wark through the Publie Works
Denartment,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Never mix your
loan expenditure with expenditure from re-
venue if you ean avoid it.

Mr. George: That axiom has never been
proved.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Works Department merely carry out work
at the request of ofher departments. It is a
department with a penchant for taking the
wrong turning, and its responsible officers
are always ready {o say, “We will do the
work this wav, not the way yon want it
done.” Tt was suggested that we shonld
brine our works under the varions depart-
ments, and not vote the money direct to the
TI'ahlie Works Department. However, we
Found there were serious objections to that,
anrl the other departments were instructed
that if they had any complaint te make
ahout the eost it must be made before the
work was put in hand, when the estimate
reached them, and net when the work was
Snished. T am golad to hear from the Min-
ister that so muech has been done. I merely
rose to remin him of the fact that the money
from the Commonwealth Government which
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wus not spent in the vear ended 30th June,
1924, helped him over the past year.

The Minister tor Work~: I only wish it
had been twiee us much,

ifon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 think
we would have got beiter value for it under
the ex-Minister for Works it we could have
spent it; but by the time we had finished
necotiating with the Commonwealth over the
thousand and one conditions they wanted to
impoze, we found great difficulty in getting
the men necessary to carry out the work. It
does not matter to the country so long as the
wnoney is wisely spent. The Minister should
be vrateful to the former Minister for Works
for having left him so much money to spend.
It was not the ex-Minister’s fault; it was due
to the fact that we could nof get the coun-
difions settled. I am hopeful that the work
{hat has been done on the roads will last for
¥yeors, and that not much more work will be
necded on those voads. In the spaee of a
few years our roads to Northam and Bua.
hary will be substanially builf. In the past
we bave had to cover great distances with
very little money. Now the Minister, with
the Commonwealth grant at his disposal, and
loan money as well, will be able to make all
thore roads that earrv leavy traffie, sub-
stintially-built main arteries. The Minister
pas spent £200,080 of' State money an the
roads.

The Minister for Warks: We =pent £217,-
N0 last vear.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCILELL:
own money ?

The Minister for Work<: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Com-
monwealth money spent, had aceamulatel
Yor fwo vears, and then it had {o be spent on
a pound for pound basis. The work done is
satisfactory, but 1 am sorrv that we have
had to provide motor roads running parallel
with existing railway lines. The railways
wore constructed to earry heavy traffic and
we eannot afford to keep railways and roads
»ide by side to carry heavy traffie,

Mr. Thomson: You cannot help that in
some 1 laces.

Tlon. Sir JAMES MITCHEL: The road
from Perth to Bunbury runs parallel with
the railway line for a considerable distance,
and in plaees it is only 10 vards from the
line. Motor vehicles are carrving heavy
loads, which should be carried by ihe railway.
T do not know how the country is going to
mnintain those roads. The amount of £200,-
000 anmnally will not go very far.

Of our
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Mr. Lindsay: Motor lorries are taking th
best ot the tralfic from the railways,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Ye
The railways charge more for high-cla:
goods than tor the cheaper goods, an
the high-class goods are now being earrie
by the lorries. I sympathise with the Mi
ister in the work that he has to carry out ¢
the roads.  Not only do the lorries tak
heavy loads, but they travel at great spee
and damage the roads. In a little time
think it will be found that the cost of ru
ning those mofor vehicles will be so heav
that they will experienve dilliculty in eon
peting with the eailways.

The Minister for Works: Particularly
they do not get gooud rvads.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: L wi
conclude by saying that I hope the your
engineers whe eome 1o us will turn out
well as the men who have emerged from o
own University, sume of whom unfortunate
have left the State. I am afraid we ha
not paid our c¢ngineers satisfactory salaric
With so much work to do now, they cou
be very actively employed. Enginee
should be trained to control men as well
to carry out important works. Anyone e
undertake a work at any cost. What
want is our work carried out at a prep
cost.

MR, GEORGE (Murray-\Wellingto)
[3.32]: T was pleased to hear what the Mi
ister had to say with regard to the enginee
in the Public Works Depariment. All I &
add s that in that department there is &
1 loyed a staff with whom 1 was quite sat:
tied during my peried of oflice. I was pron
to be at the head of them, and working t
gether, they should continue to maintain t
high record established in the past. I s
that, despite all the cheap sneers offered '
people who do not know much about ¢
work performed by those officers. I ho
that the lately-appointed Engineer-in-Chi
and Engincer for Harbours will be de:
with kindly by the Press. T hope that t
gentlemen of the Press will remember th
they are dealing with highly trained m
who know their work. and who should
permitted to proceed quietly and not
made to suffer in the manner experienc
by other officers holding responsible po
tions. Much of the eriticism that appe:
in the Press bas ifs origin amongst perha
diseharged or disgruntled or diseredil
officers whe get the ear of those who are ot
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too prone to listen to grievances. Things
that are perfectly straight are often dis-
torted by people of that description. I con-
gratulate the Minister on having a large
sum of Commonwealth money to deal with.
Indeed, T might say T envy him. I should
have been glad, had it been my lot, to deal
with the money that has passed to him for
expenditure on roads. I am glad that the
Commonwealth Government have relaxed the
conditions that they originally imposed.
Those conditions might have been suitable
theoretically to the older States, buf in a
pioneer State like Western Australia, condi-
tions vary in different places. The method
of constructing roads in the wheat areas
cannot be followed in the wet areas of the
South-West. Down there not only has a
substantial foundafion to be made, but there
must be provision for the carryving away of
water, which in the past has found its way
helow the road surface and, by undermining
the road, has brought about its rapid de-
struetion,

Mr. Thomson: Not sufficient attention has
been given to that in the past.

Mr. GEORGE: Tn the past there was not
sufficient money to permit of the proper
construction of those roads. I know of one
big road in the South, built in my time,
which could have been made one of the best
roads in the Commonwealth if only there had
been available another £5000 to spend on
it. Constructed as they have been, the sonth-
western roads will nof stand the heavy strain
put upon them. I understand that the Com-
monwealth are now leaving it to the en-
gineers of the State fo deal with their own
problems, I do not know how the money
has been allocated, but I urge the Minister
to give his engineers the opportunity to get
together a really good road-making plant.
‘We started the nueleus of such a plant dur-
ing my term, and if the Minister completes
what was then begun, it will be possible to
make very much better roads at a cheaper
cost. Some of the road-making machines in
use in the State now were constructed at
the State Implement Works, and have
proved a great success. The engineers of
the department understand what is required
and I trust the Minister will see his way
slear to assist them to get a eomplete plant.
if he does that, it will pay hands down.
Regarding bridges, there is no doubt that in
‘he south-western division, and in the Great
Southern as well, many more than have been
wonstructed are needed. The bridges should
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also be constructed up to a standard that will
carry a heavy load. Unfortunately many of
those that were constructed in years gone by
are too narrow for the present-day traffic.
I agree that the cost of building bridges
should be borne by the Government, hut in
my opinion the maintenance should be the
responsibility of the road board. I believe
that if they are made responsible for the
maintenanee, they will look after the bridges
properly and see thai the bolis are kepi
tightened np. The member for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) will bear me out when I
say that the disrepair into which bridges
have been allowed to drift has been
bronght about largely by negleei in
that direction. Under the Main Roads
Bill the Government will take control
of the bridges on the main roads.
But many are urgently required on what we
might eall side roads. On the subject of
road construction, I was sorry fo see that
the Roclands quarry had been closed. The
previous Government installed a plant there
for the purpose of supplying the metal az
cheaplv as possible. A lot of the metal re-
quired {o be broken down to a smaller size.
In the construction of roads in the South-
West it is necessary to have a good founda-
tion. If yon ean put in a good foundation of
broken stone, and do that cheaply, and then
bind it with gravel, the result will be a road
that wili last a considerable time. I hope
the Minister in eontrol will be able to wvisit
the guarry with me in the near future, and
T trust that if possible he will agree 1o re-
oper it. I will do everything possible to
secure that end.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with the quarry. That can be deaif with on
the item.

Mr. GEQRGE: Broken metal for road
construction is naturally connected with
quarries which provide it. I have been in-
terested in road hoard affairs for some time
past, and my distriet has the distinction of
having been the first hoard to impose a rate.
I refer to the Drakesbrook Road Board.
Prior to the advent of the heavy motor
traffic, the Drakesbrook distriet roads were
as good as any one could wish to see. When
the heavy motor traffic developed, the roads
were cut up, just as they have been else-
where, References were made by the Minis-
ter to the manner in whieh the maintenance
of roads has been dealt with, and the wav
the money has been spent. Duoring Lord
Forrest’s regime in Western Australia, there
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wus plenty of money available and the Gov-
ernment practically sapplied the rosd boards
with funus for making and mgintaining their
tivroughtares. In those days the State was
able to impose its own Customs duties and
it was ot ditlicult to put up a good case to
the then VPremier, and funds were readily
available. Reference has been made to the
regrading and relaying of the Pemberion
vailway. That work is necessary because the
working railways have taken over the line.
It was taken over because of the outery of
the pecple there, although, in my opinion,
they were well served before. The work of
regrading must e undertaken because it is
not economical to pull a load to a certain
point with a big locomotive, and then trans-
fer the load to lighter locomotive stock in
order that it may be hauled from that point
to its destination. Originally, of course,
liglit rails were laid down because if was
purely a timber railway. If was intended
that timber locomotives should pull the tim-
Ler over the line and 431b. rails were quite
sullicient for that purpose. No timber com-
pany would think of constructing a timber
line into the bush with GOIb. rails. When the
warking railways take over a line, they de-
sire to use the heavier tvpe of locomotives
and rolling stock over the complete journey,
and therefore it beromes necessary to re-
grade and velay the timber line with 60lb.
rails.  If a line is to be relaid, it wounld be
fuolish not to regrade it. Of ecourse the
Minister nnderstands the position quite well.
For my yart, if T had been Minister and
the relaving were to take place without re-
crading, I would want to know something
ahout it. Generally I congratnlate the Min-
ister npon his statement. I have not in-
duleed in any earping criticism. I can bhe
broad-minded enough to be glad that he has
money now, whereas 1 was very poor during
the time I was Minister for Works. I
usually got on well with other departments
and as a rule got my own way. My diffienlty
was with the Treasurer, who was a most
ohstinate man when I made requests for
funds., As T could not get money, T had to
let things go. The Minister is able fo go
abead with hig water works which the Mit-
chell Government started. We were readv
to |:roceed with those works in August, 1920,
but we could not proceed with them becsuse
I could not get a penny from the Treasurer.
T rejoice that funds are now available so
that the Minister ean push ahead with the
works and ecarry them out. In the Public
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Works Deparument and other departments
as well, we have oflicers who know their task
and are out to serve the best interests of the
State. They are entitled to a fair deal from
Parliament, the Press, and the people of the
Btate, whom they serve faithfully and well.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [6.5]: 1f
we may judge by the interest members are
taking in the discussion, it is a good thing
that the House is to adjourn for a week,
1 am not castivg a reflection upon hon.
members, 4 good wany of whom are away
from the city at present. The esiimates
of the Public Works Department play a
very important part in the general adminis-
tration of the State. I would have liked
an opportunily to study the figures quoted
by the Minister during the course of hi:
speech. Not being a shorthand writer
however, he was too fast for me and L wil
have to speak along general lines, fo
which, perlaps, the Minister will say, *the
Lord be thanked.” I avish to congratulats
the Minigter and his departmental officer:
upon the encouragement that is being giver
to our young men. It is satisfactory i
know that the department is working hanc
in band with the University, and that :
number of young men have been afforde:
the opportunity to learn the theoretiea
side of enginecring at the University anc
to gain praeiical experience with the Publi
Works Department. In that direction thi
department is performing a useful fune
tion. Unfortunately, our young men o
ability have too often had to go elsewher
io secure recognition. It is a matter fo
regret that plenty of vuir young engineer
who have served the State with great eradi
to themselves and advantage to Westen
Ausiralia, have not been satisfied with the
remuneration offered, with the result tha
they have had to go further afield. Th
most remarkabte thing about it is %ha
whereas lhey received a few paltry hun
dreds here, they have gone elsewhere am
heen paid their thousands. That demon
strates that we have had men fully qualific:
to perform all the work required by th
Public Waorks Department. As to the estab
lishmeni of the Federal Public Works D¢
partment, T was hopeful that when th
Minister for Works in the Commonweall!
Government was in Perth, we wounld hav
been ahle to persuade him that the creatiot
of that department was unneeessary am
unwarranted. We did not mince matter
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with him when we had our interview in the
city. We told him that it wus w gross
wusie of publie money.

Mr. George: Hear, Lear!

Mr. THOMSON: We told him that sueh
an action on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment placed upon the shoulders of the
people the expense of the dual departments,
a burden that was nnnecessary and undesir-
able. However, like many other Ministers,
he was put in the position of having to tell
us that his predecessor in office, Mz,
Stewart, had placed an item on the Esti-
mates for the purpose, presumably on the
adviee of his engineers, and as the Esti-
mates had been agreed to, it was too late.

The Minister for Lands: But the Prime
Minister told me when he was here that if
we could show him it ‘was unnecessary, he
would alter the arrangement, We showed
him it was unnecessary and then he told
ns that the whole malter was settled and he
wonld not take our representations into
consideration.

Mr. THOMSOXN: 1 know that the Minis-
ter for Lands feels like I do and takes
stropg exeeption to the position that has
been created. I think I am correet in say-
ing that when we had our discussion with
the Federal Minisier, the Chief Engineer
attached to the Federal Public Works De-
partment stated that our men in some
branches were not, perhaps, just as eom-
petent as they should be, thus rendering it
necessary for the Federal department to
secure their own officers.

The Minister for Lands: And then they
took our men from us to do the work.

Mr. THOMSON : That is the amazing
part of it. Their action in taking officers
from the State Works Department and
from the architectural branch of that de-
partment proved that the Chief Engineer's
statement was not correct. That action
showed that we had men fully competent to
do the work required by the Com-
monwealih. The new General Post Office
is, of course, a credit to the architectural
branech of the Whrks Department,

Hon. G. Taylor: And to the contractor
too.

The Minister for Lands: T am not lesing
hope; we may have a change of Govern-
ment next year.

Mr. THOMSON: T have not lost hope
that the position will be reviewed by the
nresent Federal Government next year. At
wy rate we infend to make another effort
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in that direction. More particularly shouil
we he encouraged to do so by the statemens
of the Minister for Works that the Federal
aunthorities are finding the cost of super.
vision unduly heavy. The Federal authori-
ties must recognise that they cannot ad-
minister the department here as economi-
cally as would be possible through the
State Works Department. As the Minister
for Lands and I are both optimistie, we
may be able to induee the Federal Govern-
ment to revert to the old system. We have
reason to be satistied with the work of our
architectural section. 1 have had many
years of experience with that branch of the
department, not so much with the men who
sit in the office in Perth drafting plans and
taking out estimates, bui more with the
field officers and supervisors in the country
areas.

My, George: They are good men, too.

Mr. THOMSON : They are rendering ex-
cellent service to the State, and in my
opinion their remuneration is not adequate
in view of the responsibilities they have to
shoulder. While plans and specifications
are prepared at the head oflice, the field
officers have to bear the responsibility of
seeing that the works are constructed
properly. How to overcome the difficulty
rather puzzles me. Serious delays occur in
connection with public works in the eountry
districts, and in view of the responsibility
thrust upon the supervisors, the depart-
ment should aceede to the request for-
warded to the department by the officers in
charge., ] commend that question to the
Minister for his eonsideralion. He might
discuss the position with the Chief Archi-
tect in order to see whether it is possible
to overcome the delays that fake place
under the existing system. For instance, a
slight alteration may be necessary in the
construetion of a building. The common-
sense and practical experience of the man
in charge of the work suggests that a ger-
tain eourse should be followed. Unfortu-
nately, however, the work has to be held up
heeanse he has to communicate with the
department and secure approval for the
variation.

Ritting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 was dealing with the
Government supervisors. It seems to me that
they should he viven a little more authority.
The Government should have sufficient{ con-
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fidence in them to permit them to approve of
variations instead of having to refer every
litte 1hing to Perth, especially as their re-
cotomendations are generally adopted. Such
# svelem might result in a reduction of costs
anid the saving ot considerable delay. T do
not intend to deal with the figures in the
IZstimates. "The siatement before us is a bald
une of the expenses ineurred in administering
the department. 1 was pleased to hear the
Minister say that he was doing evervthing
possible to encourage the loeal authortties to
vongtruet roads under the road grant. That
is a soi'nd policy, The departmental method
tight be beneticial in some instances, but the
lacal authorities should be in a better posi-
tion to do the work economically. The cost
of administering the road grant appears to
be somewhat high.

The Minister for Works:
cent.?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes.

The Minister for Works: That eompares
fiavonrably with the cost in all the Eastern
Siates,

Mr. THOMSOX :
the high side.

The Minister for Works: It includes all
our charges—engineering, surveys, expenses,
an< salaries.

Mr. THOMSON: Privaie engineers and
architeets undertake constructional work for
a {otal of 6 per cent.

The Minister for Works: An engineer
has to go through the distriet. inspect the
roads, take levels and put up plans, and all
thuse expenses are charged against the job.

Mr, THOMSON: The Minister is in a
position to know how the expenses are in-
curred.

‘The Minister for Works: It seemed to
mo to be high, but T am informed that it com-
pares favourably with the percentages in the
ather States.

Mr. THOMSON: Private engineers and
architecis work on a basis of 5 per cent. plus
1 yer ecent. for plans. I should have thought
{kat, with the enormous sum of money in-
volved in the road grant, the percentage
woitld have been lower. SHll, the work is
spread over a considerable area. 1If it is be-
Tow the perceniage in the Eastern States,
thers is no room for complaint. I agree with
{he member for Murray-Wellingion (Mr.
Gieorge) that bridees should be a national
churee. Some districts are fortunately sifn-
ated in Thaving rivers flowing through
them, but that has necessitated the con-

What, 8 per

It seems to me to be on
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struction of bridges, and it s not just to
vxpect a road board to maintain bridges, I
Lave always beld that the railways eould and
<hould be constructed by the Railway Depart-
ment insiead of by the Public Works De-
Jartment. From the point of view of ad-
ministration, this would be advantageous.
The Works Department make a survey and
construet a railway, and then hand it over
to the Railway Department. Very often the
Railway Department at once proceed to
bring it up to the standard of a working
railway. The Railway Depsrtment should’
be able 1o construet the lines and save portion
of the overhead costs. 1t might be a debat-
able point, but T think some saving could be
effected.

The Minister for Works: It you were in
the Treasury, you wonld hold a different
upinion,

Mr. THOMSON: I admit that I am not
in a position to judge, but it cannot be denied
that often when railways are taken over by
the Railway Department, a considerable
anmivint is expended on them to bring them
up to standard. Recenlly, I saw passing
through Katanning five trueks each contain-
g a small shed. | was informed that they
were being sent to Esperance for use on the
Esperance railway construction work. With
all respect to the engineers, I do not think
il economical to construet sheds in that way
and transport them to Ksperance. True,
ihere might be a saving in cost at the point
where they were constructed, but consider-
ing that they had to be railed to Albany in
five trueks, and then provided with space on
the State steamer “Euecla,” I think it would
have been better to pack the maferial into
one large truck and transport it in that way.
If that is an indieation of the methods em-
ploved in constructing Esperanee railway,
it appears that a large sum of money could
he saved on that work. When the Ileslth
Department or Edneation Department re-
quire new buildings or alterations to exist-
ine bpildings, they have to approach the
Works Department and praetically get their
content.  As a result, work has often heen
el up for a long time hy the Works De-
partment. Perhaps it was due to lack of
firnds, ’

The Minister for Works: That is not the
nosition now. Not one job can be put in
Land nntil the expenditure is approved hy
the partienlar department for whom the work
is to he done.
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Mr, THOMSON: The amount of money
voied for a hospital should be placed on the
Estimates of the Health Department, and the
vote should be administered by the Minister
in charge of the department. He should be
able to say, “There is £10,000 to be spent on
& bospital at Collie, or some other place. We
want to proceed with the work.”

The Minister for Works: That is what he
does.

Mr. THOMSON :
the system.

The Minister for Works: That is the sys-
tem now. The Health Departient tell the
Works Department that they want a certain
Jjob done.

Mr. THOMSON : But the Heaith Depart-
ment do not control the finance.

The Minister for Works: Absolufely. The
Works Department cannot spend a shilling
without the signature of the Minister for
Health.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The point is that the
Minister in control of the Haalth Depart-
rient has no control over the funds for the
ercction of buildings. ’

The Minister for Works: Yes, he has. If
a hospital was to be built at Katanning, an
estimate would be submitted, and the depart-
ment would have to approve of the expendi-
ture before we could toueh the work,

My, THOMSON: T do not deny that. The
whole of the money to be alloeated to the
Health Department should be placed on the
Estimates of the Health Department. They
are the authorities who should control the
naoney for their own particular purposes.
They shouid be able to say to the Works De-
partment, “We want you to prepare plans.
Here is the amount of money provided; sub-
mii the plans to us and sec to the work.”
The construction of quite a large number of
country schools has been held up in the same
way, though perhaps not recently. The work
has had the approval of the Education De-
partment, and yet has been delayed by the
Works Department.

The Minister for Works: The vate might
liave heen exhansted.

Mr. THOMSON: If the money to be ex-
pended were allocated to the Fdueation De-
partment, the depariment wounld know where
they stood. The Minister’s Estimates show
a rednetion of £392. As eompared with last
year, quite a lot of jtems have heen ent ont
On the Fremantle boat harbour a sum of
£1,177 was expended last vear. There i3 a
decrease of €1,058 in salaries for the Archi-

T do not think that is
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tectural Braoch. I know the poliey of the
Government is in favour of duy labour. I
do not approve of it. There is no check upon
the work. When tenders are called for,
there is a check upon the administration.
When responsible officers have to submit an
estimate, and they know that the work will
he done departmentally, they make ample
provision for all contingencies. I do not
think the day labour guestion, therefore, is
cconomtically sound in the interests of the
State. Some of our roads were constructed
departmentally, and, acearding to reports,
the costs were somewhat alarming. That no
doubt was dne to a great extent to the initial
cost of the work. I know it is useless fo
appeal to the Minister.

The Minister for Worl:s: I could quote
mstances showing that we have beaten enn-
tract work out of sight.

Mr. THOMSON ; In road construction ?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Mr. THOMSON: No doubt. 1f the re-
porls are correct there was a certain amount
of deviation from the specifications.

‘I'he Minister for Works: Every work has
to be ceriified to by the Engineer-in-Chief
before payment is wade,

Mr, THOMSON: There are many ways
in whieh specifications can be altered. I
will not, however, go further into that ques-
tion,

MER. NORTH (Clavemont) [7.37]: The
Claremont authorities are as yet unable to
take over their drainage scheme. They want
to do so on the lines appertaining to Fre-
mantle. I hope the Minister will give the
matter his aftention. 1 am anxious that the
Minister should come to a decision regarding
the Swanbourne Road Board. I refer o the
uappointment of a new board. The applica-
tipn was made some time ago, but the matter
was postponed with a view to a conference
being held. T am informed by the Mayor
of Claremont that he is still anxious {o deal
with the loan schedule for the district, but
in view of the position he is loth to spend
funds there.

The Minister for Works: There will he
no alteration this year.

Mr. NORTH: The sooner a deeision is
arrived at the better it will be for any future
public works that may be started in Clare-
mont. T am pleased fo say that there i5 a
great improvement in the water supply of
Claremont and Cottesloe.
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The CHAIRMAN : Thaf question must be
deult with under another vote.

Mr, NORTH: [ hope the Engineer-in-
Chief will shortly be able to investigaie the
quesiion of loeai sewerage instalialions iv
Claremont and Cottesloe. Fully half a mil-
lion pounds would he saved if the residents
of those arcas were allowed to make their
own private installacions. Hundreds of
people already use their own sewerage plants,
which are giving great satisfaction. The in-
stallations cost about £30 and no deep sew-
erage is required.

The CHAIRMAN : That matter comes un-
der another vote.

MR. GRIFFITHS (\Avon) [7.40]: The
Minister referred to ecertain commitments
that had heen handed on to him by the
previous Goveroment. He slated what had
becn done with regard to some of these com-
mitiments, No reference, however, has heen
made to the railway, which is called the
railway of deputations, namely, the Yarra-
monyv-Eastward line,

The Minister for Lands: That is a loan
matter.

Mr. GRTFTITHS: It comes into the same
class as the Busselton-Margaret River-Flin-
ders Bay railway, as the Brookton-Dale rail-
way, and the Lake (irace railway. These
were ail assented to on the 22nd December,
1923.

The Minister for Lands: Cap we discuss
Toan Estimates on the Revenue Estimates?

The CHAIRMAN: No.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minisier for
Works has referred to eertain railways that
were handed on to him for consiruefion. As
he has mentioned the matter, surely I have
a right to do so. 1 thought the Minister
would have stated what was intended to be
done with regard to the Yarramony-East-
ward line. The Minister has made big efforts
to remove some of the anomalies that grew
up with regard to road construclion and the
use of the IFederal road grant. Tt is ridien-
lous that such petty things as have cropped
up should have been allowed {o erop up.
The Merredin road board, for instance,
started work on a road which was divided
by a railway. As the road crossed the railway
pavment was held up for the work that had
heen done. T do not know whether this mat-
ter has been put right. Money out of the
Federal grant had been spent on the road,
but because one side of it was called east
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and the other was called west, the paymaster
held up payment for the time being. I
should like to kpow what has been done.
The member for Katanning {Mr. Thomson)
referred to day labour. Thati is an expensive
way of making roads, when it involves send-
ing gangs of men from one distriet to an-
other and probahly mounting up the cost by
tully 50 per cent. Work of this nature
could well be done by the local authorities.

The Minister for Works: That is the fanlt
of the local authorities, If they would do
the work we would give it Lo them.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: Tn many eases they
have not been able to do it.

Mr. Sampson: They can put in a tender.

My. GRIFFITHS: They are doing so,
now that tihev understand the conditions.
The position is very muneh the same as that
in which the JFederal authorities appoint
mew here to supervise work., The Minis-
ter himself has referred to this duplication
of staff. It is an expensive method to send
gangs of men into different districts when
the local authorities conld earry out the work
more eeconomically,

Item—-Salaries generally, £2,532:

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Minister ex-
plain why a decrease of £1,058 is shown?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Two or
three officers of the Architectural Branch
have gone over to the Commonwealth auth-
orities, and this bhas meant a saving. We
will not now have to supervise Common-
wealth work,

Ttem—Roads and bridges throughout the
State, including subsidies to road boards for
mairtenance of roads, bridges, dams, wells,
and general public conveniences which have
been provided by the State, £28,000:

Myr. THOMSON; I have lately had to
travel at nmight over the Albany-road at the
sonthern end. It is one of the roughest
journevs I have ever experienced. Many
tourists usc thal road, which onght to be
put in order.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: Has any provision
been made for reconditioning the Dwarda
River bridge?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Many
elaims have to be met out of this vote. The
Albany road will be considered amongst
others. The eclaim must come under the
amount that is made available by the Com-
monwealth. Had T listened to all the re-
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yuests that have been made 1 would have
nothing to show for the expenditure. The
money must be spent on substantial roads,
and roads of a decent iength. There is no
comparison between Lhe traffic on this end
of the Albany road and thal on the other
end. The traffic on one end of the road con-
sists largely of tourists; on the other end
of the road it is heavy traffic coming from
the South-West and the South to the city.
1 hope to do something for the road ont
of nexl year’s vote, but this end of it must
be atlended to first. As regards the matter
mentioned hy the member for Albany, T can-
not say offhand whether the item has been
provided for or not. With the addilional
expenditore under the Commonwealth grant
the local authorities have nothing to com-
plain of now; a tremendous amount of
work is being done for them that they eould
not do out of their own funds, Little jobs
they should do for themselves.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister has mis-
nnderstood me. 1 had no intention of refer-
ring to the Commonwealth grant, which can-
not be discussed on these Estimates. I was
perfeetly in order, having regard to the title
of the item. I1f the Minister had travelled
over the road, as T did recently, with a sick
person, he would have been sorry for the
invalid. Can ihe Minister state how the
amount of £23,000 has been allocated or
spent? If the Government ean provide £800
for the maintenance of the road to the Caves
and £400 for the maintenance of the Karra-
katta-road, 1 am justified in pressing the
claims of the Albany-road, which should he
made at least passable.

Item—DMaintenance and
main road, Caves, £300:

Mr. WITHERS: The pivot of the South-
West is from Pieton Junction to Boyanup.
An amount of £800 for reads will not go
far. At least £2,000 should have been
allotted to the roads in that area. T hope
additional money will be provided later for
the roads of the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
making absolutely no provision for money
to Ire expended on main roads pending a de-
cision on the Main Roads Bill. T made that
statement last year, and it has repeatedly
heen made by the Treasurer.

reconstruction,

Mr. Thomson: The Treasurer also said he
would allocate part of the land tax to main
roals.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But he
got only 50 per cent. of the land tax.

Mzr. George: 1 know I had to pay double.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
percentage suggested by the Treasurer was
intended to supplement the petrol tax.

Item—D>Maintenance of Karrakatta-road,
£400: -

Mr. GEORGE: A certain sum towards
the maintenance of the Warrakatta-road was
agreed to be paid by the Cemetery Board
and the loeal road board. |Is that money
still Leing paid?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

AMr. GEORGE: My ides was to include
the Karrakatia-road in the alloeation of
troflic Tees, If the Minister looks into the
tatter, he will find wrgent reasons for thsft
conrse, beeause the traffic on the road is
alimost equal in volume to the traffic on the
Perth-Fremantle-road.

The Minister for Works: That was so
until the Mounts Bay-road was put in order.

Mr. GEORGE: | throw out the sugges-
tion to the Minister.

[tem—Qther maintenance works as may
be required, £1,750:

Mz, THOMSON: Can the Minister give
an explanation of this item?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
item is intended to cover unforeseen expen-
ditnre. Last year £422 was expended for
repairs of jetties on the Swan River. The
expenditure for the current year is due
mainly to damage eaused by winter storns
along the sea front.

Item—Tralific expenses, railways under

construction, £1,700:

Mr. THOMSON: Last year the expendi-
tnre under this item was £8,700. What is
the reasen for the drop?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While
a line is being constructed by the Publie
Works Department, traffic is earried over it
by that department to meef the convenience
of settlers. The item is intended to cover
the cost of that traffie. Last year we had a
nomber of lines under construction, and con-
sequently the expenses were heavier than
they are expected to be this year. The traffic
does not pay: it represents a loss. Really
it is carried only to meet the convenience of
the settlers.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Labour, £6,869:

Mr. THOMSON: Tbere is an increase .of
£769 in salaries generally. Is that due to
the appointment of additiouul inspectors of
factories?

The Minister for Works: Yes.
two new inspectors.

Mr., THOMSON: What proportion is re-
presented by inspection of seaffolding?

The Minister for Works: There is only
one scaffolding inspector.

Mr. THOMSON: There is a reference to
“Preparation of rolls and law costs” esti-
mated at £500. What does that represent?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
there is a petition for the alteration of the
closing day of shops from Saturday to Wed-
nesday, a pol! must be taken under the Fae-
tories Act. '

Vote put and passed.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hom.
J. M. Drew, Minister); Hon. S. W. Munsie
{Honorary Blinister) in charge of the Votes.

Vote—Chief Secretary, £16,282:

Mr. THOMSON: T think we should have
some explanation with regard to this vote.

There are

Progress reported.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; The Minister for
Lands in c¢harge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 6:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
intended to be used only for the protection
of stacks and houses.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it is really
done now, but there is no anthority for it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: One can
understand that the owner or occupier of a
property does noft want to see it go up in
smoke if, by taking advantage of this provi-
sion, he c¢an save his property. Of eourse
it is necessary that people should exercise
the greatest care. Even under this provision
I take it the owner is not relieved of any of
his responsibility to his neighbours.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, that
is provided in the Act. Even to-day, of
course, people take these precauntions in
order to protect their property agsinst fire,
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bt there is nothing in the existing Act to
allow them to do so.

Mr. GEORGE: This provision may be all
right on plain country, but in the hills it
would be of no value whatever. When we
had that dreadful fire three years ago down
near my place, it swept five miles of country,
and the people in the district lost everything
they had. What is provided here would have
been of no avail at all. The only way to
check such a fire coming along in the hills
is to make a break along the ridges and hill-
tops, so as to prevent the fire sweeping right
down the valley. Again, in timbered country
the fire will go right up to the tops of the
jarrah trees and travel from one tree to
another, The only way of checking such a
fire is to attack it on the top of a hill.

The Minister for Lands: Under the exist-
ing Act these precautions eannot legaliy be
taken at all.

Mr. GEORGE: Still the Minister him-
self would do it if he were faced with a
disastrous fire. Fe should see whether this
clause eould not be amended to meet fire
contingencies in hilly eountry.

Mr. BROWN: I car see a danger in the
clause. It allows any person at any period
of the year to burn to the extent of provid-
ing breaks {o save houses and stacks from
fire. The burning must be done by night.
But along the Great Southern a stronz
breeze springs up every night, and it would
then be very dangerous to have a fire going.
Much Dbetter would it be to restriet the
period for burning breaks. All breaks ¢onld
be burnt by the 15th December. To attempt
such work in the middle of January wonld
be exceedingly dangerous to the couniry-
side.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even to-
day people are buorning these breaks
without any legal authority, The whole
purpose of the clause is to give them autho-
city to do what they have heen doing for
years past.

Mr., George: Btrike out the second pro-
viso, and it will be all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
cannof legislate for individual cases.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The owner would
not be permitied to burn these breaks
unless a fre was approaching his property?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
merely to authorise him to protect hi:
stacks and dwelling.

Mr. GEORGE : Whoever framed this
clanse did so on a knowledge restricted to
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plain country. A break 10 chains from a
dwelling on flat country is ample provision,
but in the hills, or even in undulating coun-
try, it would be of no use whatever. In such
a country the fire can be checked only on the
top of the ridges. If the Minister will agree
to strike out the proviso, that will meet the
sitnation.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 4—agreed to.
Clause 5—Protected areas:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Will
the Minister explain the reason for the first
paragraph? It seems to me that the Gov-
ernor will be able, at the request of the
Conservator of Forests, to declare any pos-
tion of the State a fire protected area.

The Minister for Lands: We can strike
out “Conservator of TForests” and insert
“Minister for Lands.”

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It means
that the Conservator will say, “I have
jarrabh and karri areas down (here and I
wish to proteet them. Therefore I want
you to declare an area on which no fire can
be started except by my permission.” No
man ‘within that area will then be permitted
to burn a tree without the permission of
the Conservator.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
necessary that the Conservator should pro-
teet his forests. He is spending thousands
yearly on reforestation and therefore he
should have some power to protect those
particular areas.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He is in the
same position as the owner of a crop.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, be-
cause he is not insured. This will apply
only to where reforestation is going on.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Oh, no fear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. In
any case,- I intend fo substitute “Minister
for Lands” for “Conservator of Forests.”
Having spent thousands of pounds on these
plantations, it is necessary that we should
do our utmost to protect them. Tt is use-
less to allow the Conservator to have threa-
fifths of the forestry revenue for reforesta-
tion if we do not afford him some protce-
tion from fire.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is not
what he wants to do.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt is
He wishes to protect his forests. Of course
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be will have a much larger area protected
than the aetual forest area. The proposal
will not interfere with anybody. It sets
out that in a particular area permission
must be obtained before a fire can he
started.

Mr. GEORGE : There is hardly any pot-
tion of the forest country on which a num-
ber of people bave not been permitted io
seitle and where work has not been done,
Consequently the elause may infliet a hard-
ship. Most of our bush fires are the work
of persons who may be kangaroping, eor
tramps wlto may be careless.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: I move
an amendment—

That in line four of Subeclause (3), ‘‘Con-
servator of Forests'’ and ‘‘of the Forests
Department’’ be struck out, and ‘‘Minister for
Lands’’ inserted in lieu.

The sentenee will then read, “Without the
permission of the Minister for Lands or an
ofticer acting with his authority.”

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 move
an amendment—

That Subeclause (4) be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Amendment of Section 2 of No.
36 of 1908:

Mr. THOMSON: Before the clause is
agreed to I wonld like to point out that the
Minister has power to declare when burning
off shall be allowed in different distriets,
There is a general desire that there shall be
a uniform starting time for burning off in a
number of districts adjoining each other
where the eclimatic conditions are similar.
If the Minisler or his officers wuuld consult
with the boards placed in that position it
would be of advantage. It could be done by
way of regulations.

The MINISTER FOR ILANDS: T think it
is done now.

Mr. Thomson: The boards are merely con-
sulted singly, not in groups.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of course
we have to declare the time in the several
distriets. It would be possible to do as
snggested.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,
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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS {Hon.
W. C. Angwin): I move—

That the Houss at ifs rising adjourn to
Tuesday, the 17th November.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
object?

Hon. G. Taylor: I will be pleased to
support the motion if the Minister will give
us the slightest indication of the necessity
for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
think it was necessary to do so.

Hon. G. Taylor: I would like to have
some reason for the request that the House
should adjourn for eight days.

Mr. Panton: We have had a strenuous
time.

IIon. G. Taylor:
not need a rest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do.

Hon. & Taylor: I do not desire to
oppose the metion, but 1 think we should
have some cxplanation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
afraid to give the reason for the adjourn-
ment, During the last week or two it has
been recognised that many members have
been absent from both sides of the House.
1f hon. members insist on coming back they
may do so, and perhaps I shall get my Esti-
maies through without any debate. How-
ever, as the Federal elections are in progress,
it was Lhought an opportunity might he
afforded members to participate during the
fortheoming week, and then be able to deal
properly with the business before the House,
after the poll.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt is a pity
we did not know you intended to adjonrn.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You
knew about it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, we did not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Irrespec-
tive of what the member for Mt. Margaret
{(Hon. G. Taylor) may require, T feel the
need for a rest.

Hon. G. Taylor:
on the hustings.

What is the

The hon. member does

You will, after a week

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT ¢ook the Chair at 4.30
p.n, and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On molion by Hon., E. H. Harris, leave
of absence for six conseentive sittings
granted to Hon. H. Seddon (North-East)
on the ground ot urgent private business.

BILL—DAY BAKING.
Second Reading,
Dehate resumed from the 4th November.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4.44]: When this Bill eame from another
place, passed as it was by an overwhelming
majority, I thought there was little in it that
might cause controversy in this Chamber.
It is a simple measure to provide that bak-
ing shall not take place betwcen 8 ¢’clock
in the evening and 5 o’clock in the morning.
Therefore it is a Bill whick, on the face of
it, this House mighi have passed without
mueh  difficulty and without much debate.
But lhose who have sponsored it have, for
some reagson which is unaceountable to me,
taken up eonsiderable time in trying to press
it upon fhe House; and consequently T
thought, as Mr. Holmes often pufs it, that
perbaps there was a nigger in the wood
pile. Feeling that, T have looked through the
Bill again, and have traversed the speeches
of Mr. Hickey, who moved the sceond read-
ing, of Mr. Gray, who spoke to it, and of
Dr, Saw, who also supported the measure.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Were you looking for
the nigger?

¥ion. A. LOVEKIN:
the imp in the wood pile.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You will bave a job to
find one there.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Curionsly enough,
all who have spoken have put up the strong-

I was looking for



